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*Distribute to all PARAPROFESSIONALS. Completed Applications should be returned to TFT no later than  September 1, 2016. Questions? Call or email Lynn Smith @  419-450-4558  lsmith@tft250.org

August 16, 2016             
To: All paraprofessionals who are members of TFT

Re: Teacher/Paraprofessional Leaders Program Application

From: Lynn Smith, Assistant to the President 




Deadline: September 1, 2016
AFT has expanded the Teacher Leader program to include paraprofessionals who are union members. Four paraprofessionals will be selected to join the Teacher/Paraprofessional Leader Program. The Toledo Federation of Teachers invites Paraprofessionals to participate in the program which will be held on the following dates:  
2016: Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and Dec. 10 (tentative)
2017: Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, April 29 and May 20
We are seeking paraprofessionals who would like to take an active role in influencing policy and becoming more involved as union leaders. Paraprofessionals will be provided with opportunities to develop the knowledge and skills to influence policy locally, statewide, and nationally.  This will include framing practical policy positions that relate to improved student achievement; conducting research in classrooms and schools; engaging the public and elected officials in community conversations about education; participating on advisory boards, panels, and task forces; developing policy recommendations based on research conducted; and publishing, presenting and disseminating findings and recommendations nationwide. 

Paraprofessionals selected for the program will: 

· Attend a group interview which will be held September 1-13th. 

· Attend ALL TLP Saturdays from 8:30 am-3:00 pm and complete feedback after each session (lunch provided)
· Design and conduct authentic research around a topic of your choosing

· Submit a final research summary that includes methodology and results of your research (Due June 1, 2017)

· Present research in May to colleagues, community members and invited guests

· Be awarded a $1,500 stipend 
We are seeking a diverse group of paraprofessional-leaders who are active in their school communities and have track records in working to improve schools. The application is due no later than September 1, 2016. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Lynn Smith 419-450-4558 or lsmith@tft250.org.
All portions of the application must be submitted or the application will be considered incomplete: 
(1) application with completed commitment checklist 
(2) essay (see directions below)

(3) two letters of recommendation.
Essay 

Please write a short essay (approximately 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages) describing an initiative in which you were an active participant that was designed to produce positive classroom or school change. Be specific about your role. Attach your essay to the application. 
Recommendations 
Please attach two letters of support (department chair, colleague, parent, or other individual who can speak to your leadership abilities and school improvement efforts). 
RETURN TO TOLEDO FEDERATION OF TEACHERS ATTN: LYNN SMITH NO LATER THAN September 1, 2016.

TEACHER/PARAPROFESSIONAL LEADERS PROGRAM Application
Name _________________________________________________
School Name __________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________  
Zip Code_________________________  Personal Email___________________________________________________
School Phone __________________________________  Personal Phone _____________________________________
Experience _________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe your role in the classroom (subject, grade level, etc.) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was your preparation for becoming a paraprofessional?   How many years have you been a paraprofessional? ____

__________________________________________________________________
How have you continued your professional development? __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any professional organizations of which you are a member: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list your areas of interest in education and education policy: __________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please check off all the commitments in the boxes provided: 

_____ I will be available by email on a regular basis. 

_____I will attend the ALL full-day Saturday meetings: September 17, October 15, November 19, December 10, 2016; January 21, February 18, March 18, April 29, and May 20, 2017.

_____ I will complete and be prepared to discuss the assigned readings related to education policymaking. 

_____I will participate in conducting research and other documentation. 

_____ I will submit an article to a local paper.
_____ I understand if I join the administrator cohort or apply for an administrative position I will be immediately withdrawn from TLP and forfeit the stipend. 

Applicant's signature ___________________________________________________ Date_____________________
QUESTIONS?


ATTEND AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING ON AUGUST 24, 2016 AT TFT @ 4 PM.
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